The analogy with Sisyphus, who, because he had temporarily enchained Death, was condemned perpetually to roll his rock uphill, seems apt. As the senior author comments, the rock of antibiotics has long since been burst into an infinite number of fragments, and the Sisyphean toilers are legion. One intrepid participant, at what must have been a very good symposium (the proceedings of which are published here), ventured that, perhaps, the pharmacopoeia has therapeutic substances enow. The real task is to study them, and to analyse the appropriateness of their placements in therapeutics. From this position, he soon retreated, the more readily as one of the purposes of the meeting was to guide the search for new drugs. The book goes beyond philosophizing, many of the chapters containing. new and illuminating work. The whole is neatly set out and adequately referenced, and there is an index. It is divided into four parts -analysis of the present situation; suggestions on methods for' selection and assessment of new antimicrobial agents; suggestions on methods for obtention of new antibiotics; and general discussion. It can be read and used profitably by medical microbiologists, infectious disease physicians, and all who try to use antibiotherapy in a thoughtful and informed manner.
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Families in Flats. J Littlewood & A Tinker pp 56 £4.80 London: HMSO 1981 General practitioners are accustomed to making (and to being exhorted to make) their diagnoses in organic, psychological and social terms; increasingly so too do doctors based in hospital, especially geriatricians, psychiatrists and paediatricians. This elegant pamphlet provides much detail for the process of alerting all these doctors to the 'risk factors' affecting their patients. More than that, it enables us to look more critically at the precise elements in the 'flat environment' which seem to affect so adversely the health of so many families, for example lifts (and whether they work), vandalism, noise and practical problems like drying clothes. Even a cursory reading will widen the perspective within which the clinician will make his 'social diagnosis'. The section headed 'Compensation for Families Living in Flats', with its analysis of schemes and facilities in some areas of the country, is valuable for giving an optimistic framework for our efforts with what are so often severely deprived families. The dramatic cover picture neatly encapsulates the place of clinical medicine in health care with its tiny sign 'Doctor's Surgery' dwarfed by the towering edifice-the people, however, smile in the face of the inhuman scale.
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Brain Ageing: Human destiny -human disease J Peiffer pp 52 DMl8 Bern: Hans Huber 1981 This little volume contains a review of current ideas on the Neuropathological aspects of dementia and its relation to ageing. Biochemical aspects of this problem are discussed more briefly. Several illustrations of the neuropathology are included in colour, There is nothing controversial about this account and one searches within the book for answers to the questions posed by the author as to the relation between 'destiny, disease and affliction'. Several arresting sentences in the introduction refer to the need to 'reconsider our present family structures, our homes and our way of life' but there is disappointingly little within the books about the author's philosphical questions, which are undoubtedly of great importance for society, and one is left with a straight-forward
